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With the date of the General Election now set for Friday 25th February 2011. Sligo Chamber has identified a number of key issues for consideration for our members. These issues relate to key infrastructure projects which are important for the continued growth of Sligo as a Gateway City.
We would urge our members to consider these issues and engage with all parties when they call looking for your support in the upcoming election. Each of these issues is crucial for Sligo to be competitive, to provide employment and put Sligo in a position to attract inward investment and retain our current employers.
· E2 Bridge and Cranmore Regeneration - Sligo Chamber welcomes the approval by the Borough Council to the reintroduction of the Eastern Garvogue Bridge into the Sligo and Environs Development Plan 2010 – 2016. We would urge that this project be pursued without delay including the regeneration of Cranmore. 

· N4 Upgrade at Ballinafad / Castlebaldwin –The importance of the continued upgrading of the N4 cannot be over stated. We welcome the        € 1.5 million funding which was pledged by the NRA mid January and would ask that the County Council be given approval by the NRA to publish the Compulsory Purchase Order and Environmental Impact Study documentation without delay.
·  Retention of Sligo Airport & Services –   Sligo Chamber recognises the invaluable contribution of Sligo Airport to the economy of Sligo and the Northwest, and the withdrawal of the PSO subsidy on the Dublin to Sligo route along with the proposed withdrawal of Operational Expenditure funding, is likely to place the future of Sligo Airport in serious jeopardy. It will remove ease of access to Sligo for both business people and tourists and it will remove global connectivity via Dublin Airport.  
· Gas for Sligo Without this crucial piece of infrastructure and energy source, Sligo will be at a significant disadvantage to attract inward investment going forward. 
· W2 road – Access into Finisklin Business Park is essential and a commitment from the new government to progress this project for Sligo is paramount. The CPO has been issued and subject to a satisfactory outcome from this process, funding will be required to bring the project to the next stage this year. 
· Hughes Bridge – While the widening of Hughes Bridge forms part of the Atlantic Corridor, we urge that the widening of Hughes Bridge and the upgrading of the N15 to Scotsman’s Walk is given priority in 2011. 
· Sligo General Hospital Announcements were made in 2010 of funding of  €50m towards a new capital development on the Sligo General Hospital site. This would improve the facilities greatly for the hospital and the services it provides.  It is hoped that this would be delivered in future government. 
· The development of new national Clinical Care Programmes is setting out the way in which health services are organised and delivered in the future.  The hospital has applied for approval for a Cardiac Catheter Laboratory on the site which will mean that patients who have suffered heart attacks can have immediate best practice treatment delivered locally.   

· The National Cancer Screening Programme is set to announce its initial candidate screening colonoscopy units.  Sligo General Hospital has applied to become such a centre and is awaiting feedback in this respect.   
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