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   EU Funding - available for Ireland 



 

  Introduction  
 

- EU's funding structure and the associated instruments and programmes have been modified for the new 2007-2013 budg-
etary period . While some of the previous programmes will continue to run in this new period, some                programmes 
have been merged for simplification and some entirely new ones have been launched.  
 
- EU provides financial aid for all types of organisations including -companies, public bodies, universities and NGOs situ-
ated mainly in the Member States.  
 
 
 
 

Please note that other programmes are available for cooperation with third countries.  
 
 

  Structural Funds: Regional Assistance  

* SMEs are directly eligible under these programmes  

  More than a third of the budget of the Union  is devoted to regional development and economic and social cohesion 
through a series of European funds. 
 
 There are three objectives for the period:  
 
  - Convergence (For Regions where per capita GDP is less than 75% of the Community average - Not         
  applicable in Ireland) 
 

  - Regional Competitiveness and Employment (financed by the ERDF and ESF) 
 

  - European Territorial Cooperation (financed by ERDF)  
 
This instruments are mainly managed by National or Regional Authorities .  
 

§ Cohesion Policy - Ireland - Border, Midlands and Western Regional programme 2007 -2013* 
 

   BMW region is classified as a ñPhasing-inò region, under the 2007-2013 regional frameworks (with a GDP per head  less 
than 75% of the EU-15 average in the period 2000-2006 but of more than 75% of the EU-15 average in the period 2007-
2013). This status means frontloading community assistance in the early years of the 2007-2013 period.  
 
  
 
 
 

   Priorities  
 

 1) Innovation, Information and Communication Technologies( ICT) and Knowledge Economy 

Raise the research and innovation capacity and enhance the usage of ICT infrastructure in the BMW Region to support   
collaboration and technology transfer between higher education institutes and the business sector to promote                  
entrepreneurship and competitiveness of enterprises.  
 

 2) Environment and Risk Prevention 

Promote the sustainable development of rural areas and the protection and enhancement of the rural environment through 
innovative technologies. The priority will also stimulate energy efficiency and renewable energy.   

 

 3) Urban development and Secondary Transport Networks  

Strengthen the spatial structuring of the BMW Region by investing in integrated sustainable initiatives in order to enhance 
the competitiveness, accessibility and social cohesion of the region's urban growth centres end enhance their potential as 
drivers of economic growth.  

 

Co-funding rate: up to 50% of public expenditure 
 

Managing Authority: BMW Regional Assembly ï Tel: (+353) (0)94 986 2970 - info@bmwassembly.ie 

ñTo facilitate innovation, ensure sustainable development, improve accessibility and develop the urban fabric within 

the region, in order to enhance overall productivity and competitivenessò 
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§ European Territorial Cooperation  
  

 Cross -border Cooperation (Former INTERREG A)  
 

The overall theme of INTERREG IVA is to strengthen and deepen cross -border co -operation  with an emphasis on 
supporting strategic plans and projects to maximise the impact of the funds throughout the eligible areas.  
  

¶ Cross -border territorial cooperation Programme for Northern Ireland, the Border Region and Western    
Scotland*  

 

Eligible areas:   
Northern Ireland , Ireland  (the border consists of the six necklace counties along the border with Northern Ireland i.e., 
Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Louth, Monaghan and Sligo) and Scotland  (Lochaber, Skye & Lochalsh, Arran & Cumbrae and 
Argyll & Bute, Dumfries and Galloway, East Ayrshire and North Ayrshire mainland, and South Ayrshire). 
 
Priorities:  
 

- Encouraging entrepreneurship , in particular the development of SMEôs, tourism, culture and cross-border trade 
- Encouraging and improving the joint protection and management of natural and cultural resources , as well as the        
prevention of natural and technological risks 
- Supporting links between urban and rural areas  
- Reducing isolation through improved access to transport, information and communication networks and services, and 
cross-border waste, water and energy systems and facilities 
- Developing collaboration, capacity and joint use of infrastructures , in particular in sectors such as health, culture,     
t o u r i s m  a n d  e d u c a t i o n . 
 

In addition, the Programme may contribute to promoting legal and administrative co-operation, the integration of         
cross-border labour markets, local employment initiatives, gender equality and equal opportunities, training and social  
inclusion, and sharing of human resources and facilities for R&D. 
 
Who can apply?  
 

- Local or Regional authorities ï associations ï SMEôs ï University, etc.  
- Yet, From a corporate governance perspective, the Lead Partner in any application to the INTERREG IVA Programme 
should be a Public Sector Body or equivalent .  
 

Periodicity:  several calls for proposal a year  
 

Co-financing rate : Max. 75%  
 

Managing authorities:  Special EU Programmes Body - Contact in Ireland: Nuala Cormican, EU House, Castle Meadow 
Court, Monaghan, Republic of Ireland, Tel: + 353 (0)47 77003 
For further information, please click here 

 
  

              Transnational Programme (Former INTERREG B)  
 

¶ The Atlantic Area trans -national Programme 2007 -2013*  

Priorities  
 - Promote transnational entrepreneurial and innovation networks 
 - Protect, secure and enhance the marine and coastal environment sustainably 
 - Improve accessibility and internal links  
 - Promote transnational synergies in sustainable urban and regional development    
 

Who can apply?  National, regional and local authorities ï Universities, research and development 

agencies =>Any of these bodies can act as Lead Partners.  
Profit distributing enterprises  having an industrial or commercial character are also welcome to      

participate as associate partners  ï as long as they fund in totality their participation cost  
 

Regions included in this 
programme 2007 -2013 
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Co-financing rate: up to 65 %  
 

Managing authorities:  
 

 - The Comissão de Coordenação e Desenvolvimento Regional do Norte (CCDR-N) ï Porto, Portugal.  
 Phone: +351 226 086 300 - coop-atlantico@ccdr-n.pt 
 - Regional Representative: Gerry Finn, BMW Regional Assembly, Phone: 094 986 2970, 
 gfinn@bmwassembly.ie  
 

For Further information, please click here 

 
¶ North West Europe*  

¶ Northern Periphery Programme*  

Priorities:  
 

 - A more attractive and coherent system of cities, towns and regions 
 - Accessibility to transport , communication infrastructure and kno wledge 
 - Water resources and the prevention of flood damage  
 - Stronger ecological infrastructure and protection of cultural heritage  
 - Enhancing maritime functions and promoting territorial integration across sea  
 

Periodicity:  several calls for proposal a year  

 

Who can apply?  
- Projects must involve co-operating partners from at least two different countries (one of which from the 
NWE area). - If the project entails investments in infrastructure , the project may exceptionally be implemented in 
a single Member State.  
- The Lead Partner must be a public or public similar organisation ï Regions, cities, Universities, Research, 
NGOôs 
- The participation of private profit making partners is governed by EU and national competition rules. These 
rules prevent public funding from being used by a private sector organisation to gain an unfair advantage over its 
competitors. They can participate in projects under this programme if they act as a non-profit making organisation 
in the context of the project and operate in line with the principle of real costs.  
 

Co-financing rates:  The maximum grant rate by partner is 50%    
 

Managing authorities:  
 

 - NWE Secretariat , Lille - France, Tél.:  +33 (0)3 20 78 55 00 -  nwe@nweurope.org 
 

 - Irish National Contact Point , Antoinette Jordan, INTERREG NWE Liaison Officer, Phone: 051 318 100 or 
 051 309 116, ajordan@seregassembly.ie  
 

 For further information, click here 

Regions included in 
this programme 2007

The priorities of this programme have been developed to concentrate 
on the specific challenges associated with northern, peripheral 
regions such as sparse population and rurality. 
 

Priorities:  
 

  - Promoting innovation  and competitiveness  in remote and         
peripheral areas  
 

  - Sustainable development of natural and community resources 
 

Who can apply?  
National, regional and local authorities, Universities, higher           
education institutions, research centres, NGOôs, private sector 
(SMEs are encouraged to participate ) as long as they act as a non

Regions eligible under this programme 
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Co-financing rates:  In general, a 60% grant rate is applied for partners in Member States and 50% for Non Member 
States. 
 

Managing authorities:  
 

   - Joint Programme Secretariat , Copenhagen, Denmark - Phone: +45 3283 3784,                                                     
   secretariat@northernperiphery.eu  
 

   - National Contact Point, Mr. Michael O'Brien, BMW Regional Assembly, Phone: +353 949862970,         
   mobrien@bmwassembly.ie  
 

For further information, please click here.  
 
 

   Interregional  cooperation programme (Former INTERREG C)  
 

- One programme for 27 member states + Norway and Switzerland 
 

Priorities:  
 

 1) Innovation and knowledge economy  
 2) Environment and risk prevention 
 3) Technical assistance 
 

Who can apply?  Dedicated by public bodies or bodies governed by Public law (Directive 2004/18/EC) 
 

Co-financing rate:  up to 75% (Objectives 1-2), up to 70% (objective 3)  
 

Managing authorities:  
 

   - Joint Technical Secretariat , Lille, France - Phone :+33 328144100 - Email: info@interreg4c.eu 
 

   - Information Point West , Lille, France - Akos Szabo, Phone: +33 (0) 328 144 104, IP-West@interreg4c.eu 
 

   - National Contact Point , Department of Finance, Paul OôKeefe, Phone: +353 (1) 6045420 
 

For further information, please click here.  
 
 

   A specific programme: PEACE III  

Itôs a distinctive EU Structural Funds Programme aimed at reinforcing progress 
towards a peaceful and stable society  and promoting reconciliation . It will 
assist Northern Ireland and the Border Region and will specifically focus on     
reconciling communities and contributing towards a shared society .  
 

Priorities:  
 - Reconciling communities : building positive relations at the local level - 
acknowledging and dealing with the past 
 - Contributing to a shared society: creating shared public spaces -     
Developing key institutional capacities for a shared society 
 
Who can apply?  
The Lead Partner in the application should be a Public Sector Body or equiva-
lent .  

Eligible Regions under PEACE III  

 This definition does not exclude bodies partly having an industrial and commercial character, which deal with public tasks, 
such bodies may be asked to submit a clarification statement issued by regional/local authorities.  
 

 Periodicity: Calls for proposal are open on a rolling basis 
 

 Management authorities:  
 

Eimear Murphy, EU House, Belfast, UK ï Tel: +44 (0)28 9026 6660 
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European Social Fund *  
 

The ESF is devoted to promoting employment in the EU . It helps Member States make Europe's workforce and compa-
nies better equipped to face new, global challenges. ESF funding is available through the Member States and regions . It 
doesn't fund projects directly from Brussels. 
 
Irelandôs ESF Priorities:  
 

 - Upskilling the workforce:  Funding training for companies and employees, addressing skills shortages in the econ-
omy and funding accredited vocational schemes.  
 

 -  Activation and participation of groups outside the workforce , Rolling out special courses for disadvantaged 
groups: people with disabilities and youngsters, Introducing equal opportunity measures to encourage more women into the 
work place 
 

Who can apply?   
 

Public administrations, NGOs and social partners active in the field of employment and social inclusion, enterprises  and 
other relevant stakeholders.  
 

Co-financing rate:  
 

Depending on a number of socio-economic factors, the co-financing may vary between 50 and 85% of the total cost of 
interventions .  
 

Contacts:  
  

     - ESF Policy & Operations Unit , Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment, Dublin - Phone: + 353 (0)1 631 
3201 -  ehrdop@entemp.ie 
 
For more details, please click here  
 
 

JEREMIE - Joint European Resources for Micro to Medium Enterprises* 
 

 - It aims at promoting increased access to finance for the development of micro, small and medium -sized      
enterprises in the regions of the EU (in particular the supply of micro -credit , venture capital finance or guarantees  and 
other forms of innovative financing).  
 

Special emphasis will be given to supporting start -ups , technology transfer , technology and innovation funds and    
micro -credit . It also aims to enable EU Member States and Regions to use their structural fund allocations more efficiently 
and flexibly. They can use part of their Structural Funds in order to obtain a set of financial products specifically engineered 
for SMEôs - Instead of using grants as such, it is possible to transform part of the grants into financial products.  
 

Who can apply?   
 

 Every European SMEôs, and more specifically small businesses, expect gambling, bank, insurance, weapons maker/
seller/distributor or property businesses. 
 
 How can you apply?   
 

  EIF works with national and local authorities  to design each local scheme ña la carteò, taking into account local con-
ditions. Itôs not issued directly to small businesses. 

  
 

Managing Authority = Border Midland and Western Regional Assembly  
 

Establish a Holding Fund -  
 

Choose Local Financial Intermediaries (Financial institutions specialized in SME finance)  
 
 

=> In due course, you have to identify and contact financial Intermediaries  
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Phase 1:  Evaluation and programming (2006-2007) 
 

Phase 2:  MA selects and contributes to Holding funds ï HF selects and contributes to Holding funds ï currently }
2007-2013 
 

Phase 3:  financing SMEs  
 
Within the JEREMIE framework, the Commission should launch an initiative aims to make small loans, or micro -credit , 
more widely available in Europe:  
 - Micro-credit in the EU means loans under ú 25 000 (the average is ú 10 000 in Ireland) 
 - Itôs tailored for micro-enterprises, employing less than 10 people, and unemployed or inactive people who want to go 
into self-employment but do not have access to traditional banking services => The ñnon-bankableò segment of the     
market .  
 
Contact:  jeremie@eif.org -  For more information or knowing when the local office is open in Ireland, please click here 

 
JESSICA - Joint European Support for sustainable Investment in city  
 

It aims at promoting sustainable investment, and growth and jobs, in Europeôs urban areas. It offers the managing   
authorities of Structural Funds  programmes the possibility to take advantage of outside expertise and to have greater  
access to loan capital for the purpose of promoting urban development .  
 

The JESSICA initiative allows managing authorities the possibility of providing funding for public -private partnership  or 
other urban development projects that are capable of repaying in the long-term. Managing Authorities may decide to invest 
directly in UDF s or, given the difficulty of managing non-grant instruments, channel funds to UDFs using holding funds 
(HFs). The main managing authority of structural funds in the North-West is the BMW Assembly .  
 
By July 2008, the Management option for Ireland wasnôt established.  
 

Contact:  
 

        - Carbonaro Gianni, Urban Development ï Project directorate ï info@bei.org   

        - For further information, please click here 
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Thematic Funds  
 

Natural Resources  
 

§ Rural Development Policy  
 

The European Rural Development policy 2007-2013 focuses on three areas: 
 

 - Improving competitiveness for farming and forestry, environment and countryside (Axis 1) 
 - Improving quality of life in rural areas (Axis 2) 
 - Diversification of the rural economy (Axis 3) 
 
Rural Development programs are implemented by National Strategy Plans. Main priorities of the Irish National Plan:  
 

 -  Axis 1, to create a strong and dynamic agri -food industry , to modernise agricultural holdings  and to facilitate 
structural change through support for young farmers and early retirement .  
 

 - Axis 2: Protection of the environment and environmentally friendly farming techniques  support to prevent 
land abandonment & the protection of landscape features. It notably includes: environmentally friendly farming methods , 
the protection of the environment on agricultural land and in areas of high nature value/Natura 2000 and support for the 
maintenance of traditional landscape features such as stone walls and farm buildings, as well as archaeological sites on 
farmlands.  
 

 - Axis 3 : It will focus on the creation of employment opportunities and diversification of rural areas using the Leader 
method . Initiatives under these axes will support diversification into non -agricultural activities, micro -business crea-
tion and development, tourism activities, basic services for the economy and rural population.  
 
 Who can apply?  

  

 Local and regional authorities ï schools ï training centres ï Federations ï Unions ï Chambers  ï associations  
 

Co-financing rate:  up to 55% of the eligible cost 
 

Contacts: The Department of Agriculture & Food, CAP Rural Development Division, Tel: 6072885 - For further information, 
please click here   

 
§ LIFE + (2007-2013)*  
 

LIFE is the EUôs financial instrument supporting environmental and nature conservation projects.  

 
 

Priorities:  
     - LIFE+ Nature & Biodiversity :  
  - Life + nature = co-finance best practice or demonstration projects that contribute to the implementation of the 
Birds and Habitats Directives  
  - Life + Biodiversity = co-finance innovative or demonstration projects that contribute to the implementation of 
the objectives of Commission "Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 ï and beyond" 
 

     - LIFE + Environment Policy & Governance:  co-finance projects that contribute to the implementation of         
Community environmental policy.  
 

     - LIFE + Information & Communication:  co-finances projects that implement communication and awareness rais-
ing campaigns on environmental issues  
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Who can apply?  
 

Proposals may be presented by legal entities  registered in the Member States of the European Union: Public and/or 
private bodies, actors and institutions  may receive financing through LIFE+. 
 

Co-financing rate:  
 

    - Life + Nature and Biodiversity : max. of 50% of the eligible cost (exceptionally, 75%) 
    - Life + Environment Policy & Governance:  max. of 50% (30% for proposals expected to generate           

substantial revenue) 
    - Life + Information & Communication: max 50%  

Contacts:   
 -  Mr. Phil ip Owen, Head of the Life Unit,  Environment Directorate -General,  
E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  B r u s s e l s ,  E - F a x :  + 3 2  2  2 9 2  1 7  8 7  
 - National Contact Point: Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government,  
Mr Brian EARLEY, Tel: +353 1 888 2486- E-mail: brian.earley@environ.ie 
 
For further information, please click here  

 
§ European Fisheries Fund  
 

The EFF no longer forms part of the ñStructural and Cohesion Fundsò family. The Fund budget belongs to a separate 
budget heading named ñPreservation and management of natural resources ò. Yet the mechanisms for delivering 
assistance will remain largely inspired by those of the structural and cohesion Funds.  
 

Priorities:  
 

 1) Adaptation of the Community fishing fleet: Aid will be granted for the replacement of engines under the 
condition that capacity is reduced - Aid will also continue for upgrading safety and hygiene conditions on board fishing 
vessels.  
 

 2) Aquaculture, inland fishing and marketing: Support the sustainable development of European aquaculture 
ï Marketing of fisheries and aquaculture products  
 

 3) Promoting collective interest: Examples of such projects include: the protection and development of 
aquatic resources, modernisation of fishing ports and landing sites. 
  

 4) Sustainable development of fisheries areas  
 

 5) Technical assistance  
 
Each Member State  sets up an operational programme (OP)  for the whole programming period 2007-2013, in 
which they describe and justify their choice of priority axes and set specific targets for each axis. 
 

 => By July 2008, the Operational programme for Ireland wasnôt adopted. As soon as adopted, it will be available 
at http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/structural_measures/operational_programmes_en.htm. This document will include 
the useful contacts for Ireland.  
 

For further information, please click here. 
 
  

Environment, Energy and Transports  
 

§ LIFE +*  - See above  
 

§ Intelligence Energy Europe Programme (IEE)  
 

There are many untapped opportunities to save energy and encourage the use of renewable energy sources in 
Europe, but market conditions do not always help . The Intelligent Energy - Europe programme is the EU's tool for 
funding action to improve these conditions and move us towards a more energy intelligent Europe.  

A part of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) .  
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Objectives  :  
- Fostering energy efficiency and the rational use of energy sources ï ñSAVEò 
- Promoting new and renewable energy sources and energy diversification ï ñALTENERò 
- Promoting energy efficiency and new energy sources in transport ï ñSTEERò 

 

Who can apply?   
 

- Any public or private organisation from the EU, Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein and Croatia. 
 

Periodicity:  Annual call for proposal  
 

Co-Funding rate : up to 75% of eligible project costs ï Budgets of projects, usually ú 0.5 ï 2.5 million 
 

Contacts: This programme is managed by the Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation  
 

- For general information, please contact Peter Loffler, Peter.Loeffler@ec.europa.eu 
 

- For a full list of contacts by priorities, please click here.  
 

- Irish National Contact Point , Matthew Kennedy, Sustainable Energy Ireland, Phone: + 353 1 8082070,                      
matthew.kennedy@sei.ie - Can assist you with the preparation of your application for funding ï including advice on 
technical and administrative questions of the call for proposals, partner search, national priorities, and matching na-
tional co-financing possibilities, where applicable.  
 

For more information, please click here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

§ Marco Polo II*  

 

§ Civil Protection Financial Instrument*  

This instrument aims at supporting and complementing the efforts of Member 
States for the protection, primarily of people , but also of the environment and 
property, including cultural heritage , in the event of natural and man-made    
disasters, acts of terrorism and technological, radiological or environmental       
accidents.  

Marco Polo is the European Union's funding programme for projects which 
shift freight transport from the road to sea, rail and inland waterways . 
This means fewer trucks on the road and thus less congestion, less        
pollution, and more reliable and efficient transport of goods. 

This programme thereby supports actions in freight transport, logistics and other relevant markets, including     
motorways of the sea and traffic avoidance measures .  
 

Who can apply?  
 

Only commercial undertakings  (but possibly owned by public administrations) from the EU, Norway, Iceland and 
Liechtenstein. 
 

Co-financing rate:  The 2008 supporting rate was fixed between 35% and 50% of eligible costs.  
 

Contacts:  
 

- This programme is managed by the Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI). 
If you have any specific question on this programme, please contact, eaci-marco-polo-helpdesk@ec.europa.eu,        
Tel: +32 2 29 50924 - Fax: +32 2 29 79506 
 

- National Contact Point: Glenn Murphy, Industry Liaison Officer, Irish Maritime Development Office IMDO,            
Phone: +353 (1) 4766500 - E-mail: glenn.murphy@marine.ie  
 

For further information, please click here.  
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